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BACKGROUND

Scarborough Stories began in autumn 2021 and will culminate this
July 2022. Co-produced by ARCADE & Stephen Joseph Theatre with
support from CaVCA and funded by Yorkshire Coast Bid and Arts
Council England. Scarborough Stories is a Yorkshire Coast BID project.

ARCADE is a community producing
charity who makes brilliant creative
things happen in partnership with
organisations and communities
working across Scarborough,
Bridlington, Hull and Selby led by
Rach Drew and Sophie Drury-Bradey.
https://www.hello-arcade.com/ 

Scarborough Stories is a community storytelling project which aims to
celebrate real people and the real stories of Scarborough. Explore love,
life and loss, highlighting the reasons why Scarborough is a special
place and increasing pride in the area. Bring the highstreet to life in the
evening in a playful and artistic way that is deeply accessible and
owned by the community taking part.

Yorkshire Coast BID generously funded Scarborough Stories pre-
pandemic and subsequently supported ARCADE to be able to deliver
the project despite covid-related delays and adjustments. We are
incredibly grateful for the BID’s support which has enabled us to raise
match funding from Arts Council England enabling us to increase the
scale of the project, as well as bring money into Scarborough and
employ more local people on our team.

https://www.hello-arcade.com/
https://www.hello-arcade.com/


PROJECT
UPDATE

In March, ARCADE ran a
campaign reaching over

7000 people

Over the last year ARCADE has
run 50 free & accessible
workshops for people who
work and live in Scarborough
to explore their own stories
through Poetry, Textiles,
Photography, Film, Song
Writing and Theatre, led by
professional artists.

Workshops have been free to
attend and for anyone who has
a story they want to tell and
took place at Scarborough
Library, the Skate Park,
Sidewalk Youth Club, YMCA,
Woodend Creative & Blueberry
Academy. They have provided
an opportunity for over 200
participants to spend some
time creatively exploring their
own stories and ideas
alongside professional artists,
as well as exploring how they
feel about our town and their
hopes and ideas for the future.

via social media & regional press,
to bring together a cast of
community volunteer storytellers,
drawn from the workshops and
also people new to the project. See
Yorkshire Post supporting our
campaign here:
https://bit.ly/3mMN3ua 

Storytellers are now in the middle of
rehearsals as they work with a professional
team of artists headed by director Rebecca
Denniff, to create a brand new show for
Scarborough taking place in the town centre.
The process is being shared with the public
in a behind-the-scenes radio documentary
by Beks Homer on BBC Radio York, as well as
through show vlogs and blogs on the ARCADE
social channels. Listen to Bek’s episodes so
far: https://www.hello-
arcade.com/scarborough-stories-finale 
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THERE ARE ALSO OTHER
WAYS FOR THE COMMUNITY
TO BE INVOLVED:

Joining the finale choir, as location
supervisors or as audience guides.
Several call outs to businesses on the
highstreets for those who would like
to volunteer their premises as
performance locations have also
taken place. A zoom workshop for
businesses to explore story-telling
for their business is being hosted by
ARCADE on Tuesday 28th June,
book your free place here:
https://bit.ly/3xqHOW6 

It will be a completely new way
to enjoy performance,
experimenting with the
highstreet as a place for
creativity and will feature real
stories from the community,
told by the people who have
lived them. You can see
Scarborough News promoting
the performances:
https://bit.ly/3b0ICcK 

The finale of Scarborough Stories will
reimagine the theatre experience by
putting the local community at the
forefront, turning the streets of
Scarborough’s town centre into the
stage from Thursday 7 - Saturday 9
July 2022, tickets Pay What You Can,
book here: https://www.hello-
arcade.com/scarborough-stories-
finale 

https://bit.ly/3xqHOW6
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100% match funding
raised 

 

PROJECT IMPACT
TO DATE: 

200 Participants taking
part

12 local artists
employed

15 local venues

12 story-tellers

The project is an ambitious
piece of co-creation work and

will give the community of
Scarborough a unique

opportunity to…share their
stories…(and) shape how those

stories are told 
AMY FISHER, CREATIVE

PROJECT, SJT

The workshops allow space to
explore our stories through

interactive creative exercises
and in the sharing of our

memories about events and
places where we have felt

strong emotions and
connections, thus enabling us

to express our story in a raw yet
creative way.

JULIE FAIRWEATHER,
PARTICIPANT

 

Scarborough people are
so full of passion for the
place…I want to find the

true Spirit of
Scarborough, and help to
reveal it for our audiences  
REBECCA DENNIFF, LEAD

ARTIST

How can businesses get involved now?

Sign up to our Story-telling for
businesses zoom workshop
Book your Pay What You Can Tickets to
see the performance
Fancy being a venue, there are a few
spots left for venues email
sophie@hello-arcade.com asap 




